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Working with contour and slopes
FOR those in the market 

for a new home, the 
decision to build new 

rather than buy offers many 
benefits, especially being 
able to select the perfect 
home location and person-
alise the home design. 

However when it comes 
to the purchase of the land 
itself, buyers should think 
carefully about their design 
options when choosing 
land with contours or 
slopes, say local experts.

Jai Younie, the drafting 
manager at Southern Vale 
Homes, says the contour 
of the land and soil classi-
fication play a big part of 
the end cost of your build 
as well as the design of 
the home itself. “If the lot 
contains fall, a buyer has 
two options,” he said.

“They can either work 
with the land through 
creating a home design 
that has split levels and 
steps down/follows the 
contours that already exist; 
or work against the land by 
cutting in and introducing 
retaining walls.

He advised cutting in 
and introducing a steep 
embankment could be a 
riskier option, however, due 
to the possibility of hitting 
rock, which could result in 
a more expensive process 
to either break or remove 
the rock.

“In these cases it may 

be simpler to redesign 
the house or change the 
home’s footing,” he said.

Southern Vale Homes 
believes that in most cases 
it may be simpler and less 
expensive to design a 
home around the specific 
contours of your block.

Jai said environment 
also plays a big part in 
the energy efficiency of 
your home, such as the 
orientation of your house 
– the way living areas are 
placed within the home 

design and facing different 
directions can enhance 
the energy efficiency of 
home. “Living areas facing 
north offer optimal sunlight 
during winter which saves 
on heating costs. Other fac-
tors such as whether your 
lot is in a bush fire zone 
can influence the material 
choice of your home.”

And according to Troy 
Purcell, the laboratory 
manager from Civiltest in 
Wodonga, the soil classifi-
cation will dictate the type 

of slab design required for 
a build. “You need to know 
if the soil on the land is 
stable, for instance if the 
soil is sandy or gravelly – or 
if the soil is highly reactive 
like clay. Highly reactive 
soil may move by itself, 
therefore it will move the 
concrete over time.”

For buyers looking to 
purchase land before 
making up their mind on 
their perfect house, there is 
a wealth of information that 
must be navigated before 

understanding what kind of 
home can be built. 

However, local builders 
such as Southern Vale 
Homes offer free advice 
through site assessments 
that can be conducted 
before purchase of the 
land. In many cases, site 
assessments can help 
preempt any costly issues 
when building and allow 
buyers to understand the 
different styles of proper-
ties that will best suit that 
particular allotment.

There are a range of design options that need to be considered when designing your home on property which is sloping or has contour, says 
Southern Vale Homes. Soil classifications also need to be taken into account.

Prestige property redefining the Australian dream
ONCE, the Australian dream 

was all about the huge 
mansion on vast sprawling 

grounds. Today, we’re increasing-
ly rethinking and refocusing our 
aspirations — and the prestige 
market is changing with them.

“There’s almost a redefinition 
under way of what quality 
and prestige is,” says social 

researcher and demographer 
Mark McCrindle.

“We had the big impressive 
home with manicured, land-
scaped gardens as our sign of 
success but nowadays quality 
comes in smaller packages. With 
that comes better locations and 
access to amenity, like being 
close to the CBD or a beach or 

parks, gardens and public amen-
ities. Australians have changed a 
lot, and high net worth individuals 
have changed along with them.”

Alain Waitsman, associate 
director and head of sales at LJ 
Hooker, Double Bay, Sydney, 
says gardens are simply not used 
so much these days, with far 
more kids spending time on their 

computers indoors rather than 
playing outside.

“They aren’t running around 
playing football as much any 
more,” he says. “There’s now 
less emphasis on big parcels of 
land, and more on houses that 
are well designed and have a 
fantastic view.

John Bongiorno, director of 

Marshall White in Melbourne, 
agrees that while some people 
do still choose the grand estates, 
there’s a definite movement 
among others.

“Land sizes have come down 
and people are going more 
towards a low-maintenance style 
of home so they have more 
recreation time,” he said. 

THE Reserve Bank of 
Australia has decided to 
keep interest rates on 
hold at the record low of 
1.50 per cent at its first 
meeting for 2017. 

REINSW President 
John Cunningham said 
the decision came at 
no surprise.

“Housing affordability 
will be hotly debated in 
2017. We expect more 
stock to come to market 
this year and we hope 
that that will cause 
the market to become 
more settled.

“An emphasis will 
again be placed on first 
home buyers and there 
will be much debate this 
year on ways to improve 
their plight. We hope that 
the government consults 
the industry in order to 
make the right decisions. 

“A review of stamp 
duty is urgently required 
and should focus on first 
home buyers and older 
Australians,” he said.  

In 2016 the RBA cut 
interest rates twice, 
in August and May, 
however the banks 
made the decision to 
independently increase 
interest rates. 
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