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Room for the car, boat and more
C

HOOSING a home
design can be dependant on many things.
For some it’s outdoor
space and for others it’s
the number of bedrooms,
but for a growing number
of people it’s now about
enough room and security to park the car, boat,
caravan and trailer.
Andrew Stern is the
project manager with JMP
Developments, responsible
for developing Riverside
Estate in Killara, Kinchington Estate, Leneva, and
Kiewa Valley Estate in
Tangambalanga. He said
there was an increased
demand for bigger sheds or
additional garage space in
the region due to its close
proximity to attractions
such as Lake Hume and
the high country areas.
“Many of our clients
have a boat or a caravan,
or other accessories, and
want to be able to store
them securely and under cover.
“Riverside Estate was
designed with that in
mind - there was no point
building lots that were a lot
smaller because we knew
buyers looking in that area
would have accessories
and want to be able to enclose them on their block.
“This development allows people to immediately
construct a 3m x 3m shed

CROWE SELLS
WAREHOUSE
FOR MORE THAN
$17 MILLION

Southern Vale Homes says there is an increasing demand for additional car/boat/caravan storage space in new home designs and their
latest display home in Wodonga features a triple garage so that buyers can visualise how it might work for them.

on their block, but if they
want to go larger they need
to seek approval – this
maintains a level of control
for aesthetic purposes.”
Wodonga’s Southern Vale
Homes has also recognised
the trend and their newest
display home (the Solace
32+) features a triple garage, as a direct response
to requests from clients to
upgrade from the standard
two-car sized garage.
“Many clients tell us
they can’t easily visualise

and understand the sheer
size of a three-car garage,”
said sales manager Ron
Davis. “We wanted to be
one of the only displays
in Albury Wodonga with a
triple garage on show, so
that clients can easily grasp
how they might make a
triple garage work for their
own lifestyle.”
He said the three-car
garage option means the
homeowner can enclose
the extra car, boat or
garden equipment, without

needing a separate shed.
“Many estates may have
particular covenants to
abide by, stating whether
or not a standalone garage
or shed is able to be constructed in the rear of the
block. Some restrictions
mean that in certain developments, construction of a
rear shed must go through
an approval process.
“Even in areas which
allow for rear sheds, many
clients do not want to lose
space from their backyard.”

He said clever design
options such as a ‘setback’
or an ‘articulated façade’
on the third garage will
avoid the obvious look of a
triple garage.
“We have found at our
Sydney operation that
articulation is becoming
popular and often required.
In Albury it’s still a relatively
new thing which more
clients are opting for. We
have the advantage that we
are fairly experienced with
these types of requests.”

EVEN warehouses seem
to be doing well during
the past year, reaching
record sales around
the country.
One of the latest was
owned by Australian actor, Russell Crowe who
sold his Darlinghurst,
Sydney warehouse for
more than $17 million.
There were at least
two parties competing
for the warehouse,
which is now being used
as a gym.
Crowe’s property
portfolio sell-off marks
the end of his divorce
settlement with Danielle
Spencer; the marriage
ended in 2012.
This January Crowe
also sold his block of
four apartments for $3.2
million in Kingsford.
However, it’s expected
he will hold onto his
Woolloomooloo home,
despite an offer of $25
million from luxury car
importer Neville Crichton.
(Photo: Lindy Percival)

Common tenant issues solved by commercial leases
JENNIFER DUKE

R

ESIDENTIAL tenants face
issues including short leasing
periods and increase of rent
prices, but experts have said
it could be solved by making
residential contracts more like
commercial leases.
According to Mathew Tiller,

head of research and LJ Hooker,
commercial style five-year lease
agreements and the terms that
come with those longer rental
periods are worth considering.
There could also be “options”
for tenants to increase the length
of the contract after two years,
seen in commercial leases.
LJ Hooker general manager

for property investment management Amy Sanderson said it
could benefit both parties.
“After a 12-month period, when
everyone is happy, it’s worth
having a conversation about a
longer-term lease with set rental
increases for how much and
when it will be,” Miss Sanderson said.

Malcolm Gunning, owner
of commercial and residential
focused Gunning Real Estate said
there are far more features than
just the length of tenancies.
“Rent increases could be
limited to [inflation], or up for an
open market review after three
years. That’s what happens with
retail leases.

“When you’re on a business-to-business lease, you’re
effectively dealing with a shell.
If you’re doing a fit-out you have
a ‘make good’ clause, so if you
paint and put carpet down, it
requires pre-consent and the
owner has the right to ask for it
to be taken down at the end of
the tenancy,” Mr Gunning said.
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